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February 28, 1991
UM LAW STUDENTS WIN REGIONAL CLIENT-COUNSELING COMPETITION 
MISSOULA
A pair of University of Montana law students claimed first place 
in regional client-counseling competition and will advance to the 
national finals in Minneapolis next month.
Second-year law students Tracey Morin of Arlee and Jeremy 
Gersovitz of Missoula out-performed seven other teams to win the 
regional American Bar Association competition, which was held Feb. 
22-23 at Arizona State University in Tempe.
Although UM has traditionally fared well in regional client­
counseling competition, this was the University's first first-place 
showing, said client-counseling coach Wally Congdon, a Missoula 
attorney.
Morin and Gersovitz earned perfect scores in all three 
preliminary rounds, law school Dean Martin Burke said. "That is a 
remarkable achievement," he said, particularly since UM's team was up 
against pairs from much bigger law schools including University of 
California at Berkeley, Pepperdine University and Arizona State 
University.
In the competition, pairs of students interview perspective 
clients who have "really thorny problems," Congdon said. In a 30- 
minute period, he said, the students must establish a relationship
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with the perspective client, draw out the facts and circumstances of 
the case; ascertain the client's goals and expectations; analyze the 
situation from both legal and non-legal perspectives; develop a set 
of alternatives and help the client understand those alternatives; 
and plot a preliminary course of action, leaving the client reassured 
and confident. All the while, the two students must function as a 
team with a reasonably equal participation, he said.
UM's law curriculum carefully prepares students for real-world 
attorney activities by emphasizing interviewing, negotiating and 
other practical skills, Congdon said. That practical training is a 
big help in student competitions and in the real client-counseling 
situations students will face after they become attorneys, he said.
Morin and Gersovitz will compete in the national finals March 8 
and 9 in Minneapolis.
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